Help empower charities…
“…made that one Christmas where I
needed help a truly special one.”

“…the love from complete
strangers lingered in our
home…”

“I thought
nobody cared
anymore until you
came along.”

“…you never
think that
someday you
might be the
one who will
need the help.”

“…you have touched my
heart with your kindness.”

…through the power of community.

Mission

To provide healthy,
affordable and vibrant
work spaces for
Edmonton non-profit
organizations as we
dream, grow and work
together

Vision

To create a legacy of
volunteerism in
Edmonton, fostering
collaboration among
non-profit
organizations by
developing a
sustainable multitenant centre
promoting synergy,
innovation and
community Spirit.

Charities told us the critical administrative
challenges they face are…
…needing stable & affordable
rents, safe work spaces, and access
to today's technology.

somewhere until next year, when
they would be unloaded again
into a new temporary space.

Imagine trying to run a business in
a less secure part of town, with
antiquated equipment, in a
building with rent that drives up
your overhead. No other
businesses occupy the same
building, so there’s this sense of
isolation, that you’re going it
alone.

This cycle was repeated for years.

Difficult? Impossible?
And yet, this is what many not-forprofits are doing, every day.
630 CHED Santas Anonymous, for
example, had no permanent
administrative and warehouse
space for years. Once their annual
campaign was over, everything
from toys to office equipment had
to be moved from their temporary
warehouse space—onto trailers.
These would remain parked

Without a proper base of
operations, not-for-profits end up
spending more time, money and
energy on their facilities, and less
on their programs. That means
doing less of what they were
created to do.
In fact, charities participating in a
focus group said their biggest
challenge was administration
space that’s affordable,
predictable, and modern.
Other challenges they identified:
• Increasing rent and other
operating costs
• Outdated technology
• Old furniture inappropriate for
modern use

A vision for a village
Now imagine a place where many
not-for-profits work together, in a
building with amenities conducive
to their work, and using up-to-date
equipment.
That’s what the Jerry Forbes
Centre for Community Spirit is
designed to provide. There’s
nothing like it in Edmonton.
Initially conceived as a home for
630 CHED Santas Anonymous and
the Christmas Bureau of
Edmonton, the dream for the
Centre has been expanded, with
plans to house 20 not-for-profit
organizations under one roof: the
two anchor tenants—the Christmas
Bureau and Santas Anonymous—
will be joined by 18 more
applicants. Move-in starts in July
2018.
The home of the Jerry Forbes
Centre for Community Spirit will
be the renovated J. Ennis Fabrics
building in northeast Edmonton
(12122 – 68 Street). The building
has been purchased, and
renovations start in February 2018.
Some of the amenities that the
Jerry Forbes Centre for
Community Spirit will offer its
tenants:

• A business-class secure facility,
with office space, meeting rooms,
and spaces to interact, learn and
collaborate
• Attached warehouse space,
including onsite secure storage
for archival materials
• A space for sharing of expertise,
volunteerism, and learning
opportunities
• A tremendous savings in rent and
operating costs—up to 30% in
many cases—which means more
money for programs
• Shared costs for technology and
business machines: high speed
internet, photocopiers and
printers, and shared IT as needed
• Facility features include shared
reception, modern monitored
security system, and professional
property management
• Onsite meeting and training
facilities with latest technology,
and many meeting rooms and
collaboration spaces
• Ample free parking for tenants
and guests
• Open concept office area fosters
collaboration and information
exchange

“It’s just so
Edmonton to
support your
neighbour and to
support these
groups, and this is
just going make it so
much beDer for all of
the community.”
Marty Forbes

Society Member
Jerry Forbes Centre Foundation

“It provides
infrastructure, not
just for one charity,
but for multiple
charities. You’re
geDing bigger bang
for your buck by
investing in this
project.”
Wendy Batty

Past Chair
Jerry Forbes Centre Foundation

Who was Jerry Forbes?

Jerry was the long-time general manager of
radio station 630 CHED. He founded 630 CHED
Santas Anonymous in 1954. Jerry’s mission was
to make sure every child got the Christmas he
or she deserved. But his vision extended
beyond that: to inspire people to work together
in true community spirit.
Because of Jerry’s contributions and influence
through Santas Anonymous and his other
philanthropic efforts, it’s fitting that he and his
memory be honoured through both the Jerry
Forbes Centre Foundation and the Jerry Forbes
Centre for Community Spirit.

Funds raised to date

• Corporate: $ 2.2 million
• Government: $10 million
• Total: $12.2 million

Additional funds to
be raised from:
• Corporate

• Individuals

Select costs

• Foundations

• Building purchase: $8.2 million

• Total: $4.7 million

• Initial building design: $2 million
• Building renovations: $4 million
• Operating endowment: $700k
• Additional windows: $500k
• Solar array (offsetting costs): $500k
• Capital reserve: $1 million
• Total: $16.9 million

• Government

Are you like Jerry?

Do you love your community? Do you want to
see its charities and not-for-profits thrive in an
atmosphere of cooperation and community?
With your support, 20 Edmonton charities and
not-for-profit organizations will get the home
they deserve. A space where they can worry
less about the logistics of an office, and
concentrate on what they do best.
Find out today how you can become a part of
this landmark opportunity to support
Edmonton’s not-for-profit community.
Jerry Forbes Centre for Community Spirit
5204 84 St. NW
Edmonton, AB T6E 5N8
780-491-0532
info@jerryforbescentre.ca

It’s said that it takes a
village to raise a child.
Please help us build that
village of care.

